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General Membership Meeting Minutes
Monday, April 14, 2025
West Park Court, 7:00 pm

In Attendance (28)

Lindsey Aquino, Velma B., Rick Belloli, John Canning, David Charlton, Laurie Charlton, Jessica
Farrell, Joan Gielas, Ann Gilligan, Sarah Hall, Jeneen Henson, Arthur James, Max Joffe, Joan
Kimmel, James Lawrence, Deborah McCree, Daryl Nagy, James O'Toole, Rachel Rampa, Nathan
Salamacha, Nancy Schaefer, Dave Seiden, Donna Smith, Barbara Talerico, Richard Thompson,
Lynne Weber, Steven Williams, Rebecca Zito

Introduction

The regular monthly meeting for the membership of Allegheny City Central Association was
held on Monday, April 14, 2025 at West Park Court, located at 1310 Arch Street. The meeting
was presided over by Nancy Schaefer, ACCA President, and minutes were transcribed from an
audio recording by Joan Gielas.

Approval of Meeting Minutes

e Minutes from the ACCA Meeting that was held on March 10, 2025 were approved.
e All Meeting Minutes can be found on ACCA’s website:
https://www.alleghenycitycentral.org/acca/meeting-minutes/

Membership Dues

e Areminder was given to attendees to join ACCA or renew their membership either at
the meeting or online (https://www.alleghenycitycentral.org/acca/join-renew/)
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ACCA Announcements

ACCA Board of Directors Election:

e The Election for the ACCA Board of Directors will take place at the General Membership
Meeting that will be held on May 12, 2025.

e ACCA is seeking additional nominees for the Board of Directors.

e If you, or someone you know, is interested, send an email to elections@accapgh.org.
Each nominee will be asked to submit a Bio that ACCA will use to inform the
membership of those who will be running.

ACCA Treasurer’s Report:

e Dick Thompson, ACCA Treasurer, provided an update on ACCA’s Finances.
e Dick noted that all of the property taxes have been paid for the properties that are
owned by ACCA.

Allegheny City Central’s National Night Out:

e Max Joffe, ACCA Board Member and Safety Committee Chair, gave an overview and
update of Allegheny City Central’s National Night Out (NNO) event.

e National Night Out is an event held annually across the country on the first Tuesday of
August. This event encourages people to get together to support safety in their
community.

e Allegheny City Central’s NNO will be held on August 5,2025 in the 1400 block of Arch
Street.

e Currently, ACCA is Information gathering and building awareness for National Night Out.

e ACCA is seeking involvement from community organizations, local businesses, and
restaurants.

e ACCA is looking for volunteers to help plan and assist on the day of the event.

To volunteer to be part of National Night Out, email safety@accapgh.org.

AlL
G

ALL TOGETHER. DIFFERENT.


mailto:elections@accapgh.org
mailto:safety@accapgh.org

April 14, 2025 Page 3 of 7

Community Announcements

Garden Theater Block Update:

Ann Gilligan, owner of Mayfly Market & Deli and Rick Belloli, owner of Q Development
presented an update of the Garden Theater.

Almost seven years ago, Ann Gilligan opened Mayfly Market & Deli at the corner of Arch
and Sampsonia.

Ann announced that Mayfly Market & Deli will be moving to the Garden Theater. This
move presents an opportunity to expand and grow her business.

Rick Belloli thanked ACCA neighbors for their patience throughout this long process.
Rick said this move begins the last phase of the Garden Theater Block redevelopment.
Mayfly will occupy half of the Garden Theater. Trek Development and Q Development
are actively looking for someone who will take the other half.

Actual construction will most likely start in June, focusing initially on the historic lobby.
Mayfly is projected to open by the end of the year.

The lower floor will be available to Mayfly to be used as a prep kitchen that will be
double the kitchen space Mayfly has now.

There is a direct front sidewalk entrance to the Market, as well as a door from the
historic lobby. Exact entrance to the Market is still to be determined.

There will be room in the space for indoor seating in the market (without service) and a
restroom.

Rick said that they would like to activate the sidewalk, but whether outdoor seating will
be available is still to be determined.

The ticket booth will not be returning to its original location at the Garden Theater,
having already been moved to the Heinz History Center.

It is not known at this point what/who will occupy the space where Mayfly is currently
located.

Pittsburgh Water's Public Affairs Presentation: State of Pittsburgh Water

Rachel Rampa, Senior Public Affairs Coordinator at Pittsburgh Water (PGH20), formerly

Pittsburgh Water and Sewage Authority (PWSA), introduced her team:

o Rebecca Zito, Senior Manager of Public Affairs with Pittsburgh Water.

o Sarah Hall, from PGH20 Cares Team. Sarah focuses on customer assistance
programs.

The presentation on the "State of Pittsburgh Water" was led by Rebecca Zito.

The presentation was a high-level overview of some of the initiatives that Pittsburgh

Water is doing right now and provides a way to inform customers of how Pittsburgh

Water is providing safe and reliable water services throughout the community.
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e Rebecca shared ways of reducing flood risk through landscaping by using native plants
and improving soil conditions by loosening dense soil.

e In total, Pittsburgh Water serves the entire Pittsburgh region which means about half-a-
million users.

e Pittsburgh Water is permitted to produce up to 100 million gallons of water each day.
On average, PGH20 produces 65 to 70 million gallons.

e Pittsburgh Water maintains 961 miles of water pipes in the distribution area.

e Pittsburgh Water is a publicly owned and operated water utility. As such, it does not
generate a profit and doesn’t have shareholders. Every dollar that Pittsburgh Water
receives is reinvested back into the services that are provided to customers. Pittsburgh
Water operates independently from the city.

e In 2022, Pittsburgh Water established its core values, a mission statement, that is very
focused on protecting public health and the environment.

e Pittsburgh Water’s program is nationally renowned and is a very successful model.
PGH20 is now consulting with other water utilities across the country on how they can
get a program like this up and running for their customers.

e Pittsburgh Water has planned a series of about 10 different projects that will modernize
the century old water pumps and rehabilitate some of the reservoirs and large
distribution pipes.

e Pittsburgh Water’s capstone project is to fully replace the Clearwell system.

e The presentation discussed the entire water treatment process, starting from the
Allegheny River - which is the source of our drinking water.

e Pittsburgh Water is still involved in replacing both public and private lead service lines in
our community. If you receive a lead packet of information, pay attention to it.

e \Water outages are identified on
https://www.pgh20.com/projects-maintenance/service-outages.

e Pittsburgh Water has a suite of customer assistance programs for low-income
customers. The Bill Discount Program is the most popular. They also have a Water
Conservation Program for low-income customers.

e Pittsburgh Water has a Rain Barrel Reimbursement Program.

e Customers can request a lead-test kit at no charge.

e A guestion was asked about the Stormwater Fee that is charged to the customer.
Customers can read about the stormwater fee and how it is calculated at:
https://www.pgh20.com/your-water/stormwater/stormwater-fee/stormwater-fee-fag
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Registered Community Organization Status Update:

Joan Gielas provided an update on ACCA’s Registered Community Organization (RCO)
Application.

ACCA submitted its Registered Community Organization application on April 1, 2025.
The application is currently under review by the City's Planning Commission’s RCO
Team. A decision is expected within 2-3 weeks.

ACCA’s application received support from both District 1 Councilman, Bobby Wilson and
District 6 Councilman, R. Daniel Lavelle.

RCO approval will significantly change the neighborhood's role with any development in
Allegheny City Central. The city’s Planning, Zoning, and Historic District Departments will
require developers to seek permission from our community group before getting
approval from the city.

ACCA’s Loss of Development Approval Status Explained:

When a person or development company went before the Planning, Zoning, or Historic
Review Commission with development plans within a city neighborhood, the
Commissions sent them to the local community group to seek local approval and a
Letter of Support. A few years back, Pittsburgh made the decision to formalize this
process and would only send developers to communities that were registered with the
city as a Registered Community Organization. At that time, ACCA chose not to apply to
be an RCO, being told and believing their status would remain unchanged. That was
misinformation and led to development in our neighborhood taking place without
ACCA’s approval. Gaining the RCO status will give ACCA the ability to once again play a
key role in approving development within our neighborhood.

Former Light of Life Building (10 East North Avenue) Development Update:

10 East North Avenue formerly housed the Light of Life organization.

The 10 East North Avenue has been acquired by One Northside/Rising Tide Partners.

A Rising Tide Representative was unable to attend the ACCA April General Membership
meeting, so limited information was available. Details that were provided by Maggie
Conner via email were shared with meeting attendees.

Maggie Conner's architecture firm was hired by Rising Tide Partners to do a Vacant Lot
Housing Study for the area that is East of Federal Street, extending from the hospital
and including the Light of Life building and adjacent lot.

Maggie will not be working on this project, but two of Maggie’s co-workers will
participate in this study. Collaboration with the ACCA board is planned.

Rising Tide is expected to form an advisory committee for this project that will include
members of ACCA, as previously announced.
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Update from the Mayor’s Office: Lindsey Aquino

Lindsey Aquino, Neighborhood Engagement Coordinator from the Mayor’s Office,

announced that two grants are currently available:

o Community Festival Grant:
The Community Festival Grant offers $2000 reimbursement for community events
held between June 1st and October 30th.

o The application period for the Community Festival Grant recently closed, but
there's a possibility of an extension.

o Food Justice Grant:
The Food Justice Grant ranges from $2000 to $70000 and focuses on community
education about sustainable food practices.
The Food Justice Grant, may be closing by the end of April. It is a year-round grant
and requires funds to be utilized by June or July 2025

o More information on the Food Justice Grant:
https://engage.pittsburghpa.gov/food-justice-fund

Lindsey also gave an update about the lights in The Jungle Basketball Court Light

o Lindsey announced that the lights of The Jungle Basketball Court in Allegheny
Commons Park have been fixed by Duquesne Light.

Zone 1 Public Safety Updates: Jessica Farrel

Jessica Farrell is the Zone 1 Safer Together Coordinator from the City of Pittsburgh

Department of Public Safety.

Jess announced that Public Safety has opened the “STOP the Violence Grants.”

The deadline for submitting an application is May 15, 2025.

The grants can be used for violence reduction and prevention in neighborhoods.

Find more information at:

https://www.pittsburghpa.gov/Safety/Public-Safety/Violence-Prevention

The next Zone 1 Northside Safety Committee Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May

1, 2025 at the Mattress Factory, located at 509 Jacksonia Street.

In response to questions:

o Jess assured members that Zone 1 is not closed at night. There is limited staff, but
someone will always be there.

o During the construction at the corner of Brighton Road & North Avenue, Zone 1 has,
or is in the process of, developing a traffic plan when cars are dispatched from the
Zone 1 Police Station. Jess will check on this

o Lindsey Aquino, from the Mayor’s Office, added that neighbors can let the city know
if there are any problems during the North Avenue Construction. Someone will be
sent to the site to address concerns.
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West Park Court Discussion:

Jeneen Henson is the Board Chair of West Park Court (WPC) and is representing WPC in
this discussion.
West Park Court would like to amend their bylaws. Currently, their bylaws state that the
only member of their board is Central Northside Neighborhood Council (CNNC), now
known as Allegheny City Central Association (ACCA). WPC would like to amend their
bylaws to remove the association that CNNC/ACCA has with West Park Court.
WPC would like to get their building into the hands of someone who knows how to run
112 units of subsidized housing.
The ultimate goal is to find a partner who will keep the units affordable. WPC would like
to modernize the building and utilize tax credits and substantial investment to enhance
its overall quality for the residents.
WPC is working with Regional Housing Legal Services, who is helping to write an RFP to
find a company or organization that is interested.
TREK Development has expressed some interest.
HumanGood, out of Philadelphia, is looking attractive.
The Housing Assistance Payments (HAP) contract that provides subsidies runs out in 5
years, so there may not be any more subsidies.
The low-income requirement tax credits lasts another 14 years.
A motion to revise the West Park Court Bylaws was discussed, but no official motion was
made.
The discussion will continue at the next ACCA General Membership meeting in May.
In the interim, if anyone would like to talk about this issue, feel free to reach out to
info@accapgh.org.
Question/Comment:
o Question: Who owns West Park Court?
The owner of record is West Park Housing Limited Partnership.
o Comment: If a decision is made to sever WPC'’s association with ACCA, it is ACCA’s
responsibility to make sure it passes ownership to someone with a track record who
will provide quality housing to the people living in the building.

Next General Membership Meeting:

The next ACCA General Membership meeting is scheduled for May 12, 2025 at Arch
Court, located at 1310 Arch Street.

The Meeting was Adjourned.
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