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General Membership Meeting Minutes
Monday, May 12, 2025
Arch Court, 7:00 pm

In Attendance (20)

Dave Breingan, Larry DiCicco, Clarence Farris, Joan Gielas, Randy Gilson, Jeneen Henson, Arthur
James, Max Joffe, Alison Keating, James Lawrence, Morgan Martin, Sarah Olexsak, James
O'Toole, Marirose Radelet, Nathan Salamacha, Nancy Schaefer, Terrence Thomas, Richard
Thompson, Lynne Weber, Steven Williams

Introduction

The regular monthly meeting for the membership of Allegheny City Central Association was
held on Monday, May 12, 2025 at Arch Court, located at 1310 Arch Street. The meeting was
presided over by Nancy Schaefer, ACCA President, and minutes were recorded by ACCA
Secretary, Larry DiCicco.

Approval of Meeting Minutes:

e Minutes from the ACCA Meeting that was held on April 14, 2025 were approved.
e All Meeting Minutes can be found on ACCA’s website:
https://www.alleghenycitycentral.org/acca/meeting-minutes/

Membership Dues:

e Areminder was given to attendees to join ACCA or renew their membership either at
the meeting or online (https://www.alleghenycitycentral.org/acca/join-renew/)
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ACCA Announcements

ACCA Board of Directors Election - May 12, 2025:

e The six nominees for ACCA’s Board of Director’s Election are:

Sheila Collins, Maggie Connor, Max Joffe, Jim Lawrence, Dick Thompson, and Steven
Williams

e Nancy Schaefer, ACCA President, announced that the number of candidates is fewer
than the number of available seats on the Board of Directors. Therefore, the President
called for a Vote by Acclamation.

e Upon a unanimous vote with no objections, Sheila Collins, Maggie Connor, Max Joffe,
Jim Lawrence, Dick Thompson, and Steven Williams were elected to the board by
Acclamation. Their term will be from May 2025 to May 2027.

e The six newly elected Board Members will join the two Board Members whose terms
have not yet expired:

Larry DiCicco and Deirdre Menchaca

e The Board Members will meet prior to the June General Membership Meeting (June 8,
2025) to elect Board Officers for a one-year term.

e Ms. Schaefer announced that the Board can include as many as 15 members per the
ACCA By-Laws, and invited others to consider participating.

If interested in serving on the board, send an email to elections@accapgh.org.

ACCA Treasurer’s Report:

e Dick Thompson, ACCA Treasurer, informed the attendees that ACCA has selected Chubb
Insurance as the ACCA Insurance Provider for board liability. The annual policy costs
$782 per year, which represents savings of almost 50%.

e ACCA finances are currently at $12,485 to the good.

ACCA’s Registered Community Organization (RCO) Status Update:

e Joan Gielas reported that ACCA completed the Registered Community Organization
(RCO) process and was recognized by the City of Pittsburgh as of April 29, 2025.

e An on-boarding meeting was held with City Planning and members of the ACCA Board to
review details and expectations.

e One of the primary functions of our RCO is to schedule and conduct Development
Activities Meetings (D.A.M.) to communicate and discuss proposed developments. This
will allow clear communications of proposed developments within the ACCA border and
allow all residents a voice regarding the proposals.

e The City has recognized the ACCA boundary, as identified in the ACCA By-Laws, as the
formal map of ACCA border limits.
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ACCA Safety Committee Report:

e Public Safety
= Max Joffe, ACCA Safety Committee Chair, shared that this past month’s Zone 1
Safety gathering was cancelled.
= Allegheny U.M.E. Church
- Allegheny U.M.E. Church is located at the corner of Arch Street and West North
Avenue. This property is being neglected, and squatters are gathering.
- The property is believed to be owned by October Development. It is apparent
that this project is experiencing delays.
- Sarah reported that attempts were made to communicate directly with October
Development have been futile. She suggested that a letter be sent.
- It was also suggested Maggie Connor may be able to reach out to October
Development.
- Max Joffe stated that in instances like this, we are encouraged to call the City
through their 3-1-1 portal.
= Arch Street and Jacksonia Street
- Concerns were also raised for children playing at Arch and Jacksonia, riding
skateboards and other wheeled vehicles down the hill. A vehicle rolling through
the Stop Sign at Jacksonia is a concern.
- ACCA asked Morgan Martin, from Representative Wilson’s Office, to see about
getting "Watch Children” signage put in place.
¢ National Night Out
= National Night Out is scheduled for Tuesday, August 5th in the 1400 block on Arch
Street.
= ACCA is seeking to coordinate with the Mexican War Streets Society and other
volunteers are being recruited.
= This is a Public Safety Event and celebration recognizing community and safety.
= ACCA will follow up as planning proceeds.
= To volunteer to be part of National Night Out, email safety@accapgh.org.

ACCA Development Committee Report:

e The green space on the southwest corner of Jacksonia and Arch Street is being proposed
to be developed as a community green space by a local developer (Todd Meyer). The
Development Committee is reviewing the proposal, and the MWS is also being made
aware of the proposal. Further updates will be provided.

e Jim Lawrence, Chair of the Development Committee, reported that the plans for the
Alpine lots are being finalized. Adjacent lots owned by others and/or URA will need to
be addressed to determine if the owners are willing to transfer or sell these lots. This
will be necessary to determine the definitive direction for development. The
Development Committee is studying various options depending on lot transfers.
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Community Announcements

West Park Court — Request for Change in West Park Court Bylaws:

As a continuation of the discussion that took place at the April 14" ACCA General
Membership Meeting, a Motion was made to amend West Park Court Bylaws to
eliminate the section stipulating CNNC/ACCA as the sole member of the WPC
corporation.

Success of this Motion would result in WPC becoming a non-member/stand-alone
corporation.

The intent of West Park Court is to use an RFP process to find a new owner/manager for
the building, hopefully by the end of the year.

With limited resources, ACCA has only been able to provide minimal assistance for the
operation of the facility.

The Motion passed.

Update from District 1 Councilman Bobby Wilson’s Office:

Morgan Martin, Legislative Aide from Councilman Bobby Wilson’s Office, provided
updates from Councilman Bobby Wilson’s Office.

The traffic lights at Galveston and West North will be out of service while a new lighting
system is installed. A four-way Stop Sign system will be utilized at that intersection.

The North Avenue Signals and Safety Project is underway. Work is scheduled to
conclude mid-2026.

A question was asked whether the crosswalk just west of Lorraine Street is still part of
the project. The concrete placed by contractor did not account for a walkway in this
area.

View information about the North Avenue Signals and Safety Project:
https://engage.pittsburghpa.gov/north-avenue-signals-and-safety-project

Due to the recent storms, power outages were experienced throughout the area. In the
event of an emergency, Morgan encouraged residents to reach out to Councilman
Wilson’s office, or the City Offices at pittsburghpa.gov.

Councilman Wilson’s office will be issuing Newsletters beginning this June/July time
frame.

The Northside Farmers Market will begin on Friday, May 20™", and will be open each
Friday during the summer in East Allegheny Commons Park.
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Discussion of City of Pittsburgh’s Inclusionary Zoning Expansion:

Dave Breingan, Executive Director of Lawrenceville United, gave a presentation about
the impact that Inclusionary Zoning (1Z) had on Lawrenceville, and the proposed zoning
legislation related to expanding Inclusionary Zoning within the City of Pittsburgh.

The intent of Inclusionary Zoning is to address escalating home prices in city
neighborhoods by requiring developers to include 10% of available units for low-income
occupants.

View the Inclusionary Zoning Presentation given by Dave Breingan at the ACCA Meeting:
https://www.alleghenycitycentral.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/ACCA-Inclusionary-
Zoning-Presentation-2025-05-12-PDF.pdf

A Motion was made by Sarah Olexsak to send a letter to District 1 Councilman Bobby
Wilson to indicate ACCA’s support of inclusionary zoning.

NOTE: The Motion did not include support or non-support for the actual Inclusionary
Zoning Bill since members could not evaluate all aspects of the bill.

The vote on the Motion: For: 7, Against: 3, Abstain: 1.

The Motion passed.

Next General Membership Meeting:

The next ACCA General Membership meeting is scheduled for June 9, 2025 at Arch
Court, located at 1310 Arch Street.

The Meeting was Adjourned.
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