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General Membership Meeting Minutes 
Monday, October 13, 2025 

Arch Court, 7:00 pm 

In Attendance (15) 

David Charlton, Laurie Charlton, Larry DiCicco, Jessica Farrell, Nick Furar, Arthur James, Max 
Joffe, Jim Lawrence, Morgan Martin, Nathan Salamacha, Heather Stone Fletcher, Hallie Thyben, 
Erin Tobin, Charis Walker, Steven Williams 

Introduction 

The regular monthly meeting for the membership of Allegheny City Central Association was 
held on Monday, October 13, 2025, at Arch Court, located at 1310 Arch Street. The meeting 
was presided over by Jim Lawrence, ACCA President, and minutes were recorded by ACCA 
Secretary, Larry DiCicco. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  

• A motion to Approve the Minutes from the ACCA General Membership Meeting that 
was held on September 8, 2025 was made by Arthur James and seconded by Larry 
DiCicco. The motion passed unanimously. 

• All Meeting Minutes can be found on ACCA’s website: 
https://www.alleghenycitycentral.org/acca/meeting-minutes/  

Membership Dues: 

• A reminder to all residents to join ACCA or renew their membership either at a General 
Membership Meeting or online. Membership Dues are $5 per person, or $3 for 60+. 
https://www.alleghenycitycentral.org/acca/join-renew/ 

  

https://www.alleghenycitycentral.org/events/acca-general-membership-meeting-september-8-2025/
https://www.alleghenycitycentral.org/acca/meeting-minutes/
https://www.alleghenycitycentral.org/acca/join-renew/
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Allegheny City Central Association Announcements 

Update on Light of Life Building on East North Avenue: 

• A summary of the Light of Life Building on East North Avenue was provided by Mr. 
Lawrence.  

• The Light of Life Steering Committee walked through the building on October 9th.  

• Renovation and/or rebuilding of the existing building is likely not feasible. Rising Tide 
has said that there is a threshold related to affordable housing development subsidies at 
around 40 units. That many units poses some concern regarding parking.  

• There will be a meeting to follow-up on the walk-through on October 14th. 

Update on ACCA-Owned Lots on Alpine Street: 

• ACCA Development Committee Chair, Jim Lawrence, provided an update on the ACCA-
owned Alpine Lots.  

• A Request for Proposal (RFP) is in final stages of drafting and is expected to be issued to 
Developers in the 4th quarter. Land aggregation remains an open question. DevCom 
hopes to secure a defined path forward with a selected Developer during the next 2 
business quarters. 

Community Announcements 

Update from District 1 Councilman Bobby Wilson’s Office: 

• Morgan Martin, Legislative Aide from Councilman Wilson’s Office, provided updates on 
previous topics of discussion. 

o North Avenue Traffic Calming Project 
▪ On the south side of North Avenue (the park side) parking will be 

eliminated at points to allow for Emergency Vehicle pull-over lanes. 
▪ Bus Stops will be relocated to stops that can reduce delays. 
▪ Portions of the center islands will no longer be landscaped, but will be 

concrete instead. This will also assist Emergency Vehicle access through 
traffic. 

▪ The north side work (the Allegheny General Hospital side) will start in the 
Fall.  This will include the pedestrian bump-outs. 

▪ North Avenue is scheduled to be resurfaced in the 2nd Quarter of 2026. 
o Parking Lots at the Top of Boyle and Lorraine Streets 

▪ Morgan Martin also reported that the Parking Lots at the Top of Boyle 
and Lorraine Streets will have signage added, per a previous request from 
ACCA. 

o Clothes for Kids Event 
▪ A Clothes for Kids (K – 5) event will be held on November 8, 2025 from 

10:00 am to 2:00 pm at Ironworkers Union Hall. 
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Update from Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy: 

• Erin Tobin, Assistant Director Community Engagement of Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy, 
provided updates to the meeting attendees. 

• Allegheny Commons Feasibility plans are on-going. Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy hired 
La Quatra Bonci to do a schematic design for the next phase of what is called the 
"circuit" in the Commons. This is the section of the park from the George Washington 
Monument to Lake Elizabeth. The improvements would include the same as the 
previous two phases with new pathways/lighting, planting of understory trees, new 
trash receptacles, and benches. 

• Erin reminded people that if lights are out in Allegheny Commons, you can report them 
by calling 3-1-1.  The lights are numbered, so you can give the number during the report. 

Presentation by One Northside Education Committee: 

• A presentation was given regarding the activities of Pittsburgh Public Schools (PPS), 
including school closure plans. Charis Walker and Hallie Thyben spoke to the 
membership. 

• The One Northside Education Committee has been hosting community engagement 
sessions to share information on the PPS Facility Utilization plan. Many Northside 
residents are still confused about the status of the PPS plan and what it means for our 
Northside schools. 

• On the Northside several changes are being proposed, including changes to Allegheny, 
MLK, Schiller, Morrow, Northview, and Perry. 

• Generally, PPS student population has decreased significantly in past years, demanding 
a reduction of the PPS facilities to support the school population.  
See attached document provided by One Northside for proposed changes. 

• It is anticipated that the PPS will vote on final school changes in the Fall. 

• In addition to the school reductions, PPS must address a declining Student Performance.  
Schools are achieving results far below National and State expectations.   
See attached document provided by One Northside that quantifies the substandard 
results. 

• Ms. Walker and Ms. Thyben encouraged attendees to reach out to School Board 
Members to express their concerns and expectations. 

Next ACCA General Membership Meeting: January 12, 2026: 

Allegheny City Central Association will hold its next General Membership Meeting from 7:00 to 
8:30 pm on Monday, January 12, 2026. The meeting location has not yet been determined. 
 
Reminder: ACCA does not hold a General Membership Meeting in December. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

https://www.onenorthsidepgh.org/resources/one-northside-education-committee
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