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General Membership Meeting Minutes 
Monday, November 10, 2025 

Arch Court, 7:00 pm 

In Attendance (25) 

Michele Adams, Steve Adams, John Canning, Laurie Charlton, Larry DiCicco, Ryan England, 
Andrea Fridley, Nick Furar, Joan Gielas, Arthur James, Max Joffe, Patty Kerns, Todd Kilgore, 
James Lawrence, Sarah Olexsak, Jan Raether, Sean P. Ray, Nathan Salamacha, Katherine Stern, 
Rick Stern, Patrick Sweeney, Nazia Tarannum, Richard Thompson, Christian Umbach, Steven 
Williams 

Introduction 

The regular monthly meeting for the membership of Allegheny City Central Association was 
held on Monday, November 10, 2025, at Arch Court, located at 1310 Arch Street. The meeting 
was presided over by Jim Lawrence, ACCA President, and minutes were recorded by ACCA 
Secretary, Larry DiCicco. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  

• A motion to Approve the Minutes from the ACCA General Membership Meeting that 
was held on October 13, 2025 was made by Steven Williams and seconded by Jim 
Lawrence. The motion passed unanimously. 

• All Meeting Minutes can be found on ACCA’s website: 
https://www.alleghenycitycentral.org/acca/meeting-minutes/  

Membership Dues: 

• A reminder to all residents to join ACCA or renew their membership either at a General 
Membership Meeting or online. Membership Dues are $5 per person, or $3 for 60+. 
https://www.alleghenycitycentral.org/acca/join-renew/ 

  

https://www.alleghenycitycentral.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2025-10-13-ACCA-General-Membership-Meeting-Minutes.pdf
https://www.alleghenycitycentral.org/acca/meeting-minutes/
https://www.alleghenycitycentral.org/acca/join-renew/
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Allegheny City Central Association Announcements 

ACCA General Membership Meeting Schedule: 

• Mr. Lawrence stated that there will be no General Membership Meeting in December 
2025. The next scheduled meeting is January 12, 2026. Happy and safe Holidays. 

ACCA Treasurer’s Report: 

• The Treasurer’s Report for October provided no changes to ACCA Finances. 

Update on Light of Life Building on East North Avenue: 

• A summary of the former Light of Life Building on East North Avenue was provided by 
Mr. Lawrence.  

• The consensus seems to be that the renovation and/or reuse of the existing building is 
most likely not feasible. The ACCA participants on the Steering Committee will be 
pushing for adequate parking for any new development. 

• Rising Tide and their support team have conducted meetings with community members. 
They will be scheduling a general community meeting to review the input from this 
phase of the development plan, as well as defining steps forward. The time and place 
for this overview by Rising Tide is yet TBD.  
Note: ACCA will post Meeting details as soon as this information is received. 

Update on ACCA-Owned Lots on Alpine Street: 

• ACCA Development Committee Chair, Jim Lawrence, provided an update on the ACCA-
owned Alpine Lots. 

Update on Brighton Road Business Corridor: 

• A brief overview of initial efforts for Brighton Road Business Corridor was provided by 
Larry DiCicco, including: 

o The Rite-Aid at the corner of Brighton and Pennsylvania has been leased. A Hair 
Supply and Services business is the new tenant. 

o The work for the pedestrian bridge in West Commons has been awarded. The 
Contractor is George Allen, headquartered in Mokena, IL. No schedule 
information was provided. 

o NSLC has offered to work with select citizens to examine the business corridor 
with the intent of improving this corridor to better serve the needs of the 
community.  
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Community Announcements 

Department of City Planning Presents Pittsburgh 2050: 

• Representatives from the Department of City Planning, including Nazia Tarannum and 
Christian Umbach, provided a presentation on Pittsburgh 2050, a comprehensive 
planning effort designed to provide guidelines and influence, as the city moves ahead 
for the next 25 years. Below are the notes taken during their presentation. 

o The purpose of the Comprehensive Plan is to provide cohesion and clarify 
objectives as the city continues to grow and develop. Without a Comprehensive 
Plan the city could very possibly end up with a piecemeal plan, with developers, 
etc. taking control. 

o The city has hosted a number of Workshops in an attempt to garner community 
input. A prime reason for their presence at ACCA’s General Membership Meeting 
was to create awareness of this Planning effort, and to solicit community input. 

o Pittsburgh 2050 Workshops are advertised on the City of Pittsburgh’s Website 
and via emails sent to ACCA. 

o The planning efforts center around key variables, including: 
 A more welcoming city atmosphere and environment 
 Keeping population in place 
 Creating housing diversity 
 Building industries (no longer the Steel City) 
 Cultural maintenance 
 Environmental issues and impacts on both air and water quality 
 Economic development 

o A planning sheet was distributed to the members who attended the ACCA 
meeting. The planning sheet provided information, asked questions, etc. with 
respect to Housing. The members were asked to write comments and offer input 
on the topics listed on the planning sheet. The sheets were collected after they 
were completed.  
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Update on the North Avenue Traffic Calming Project: 

• The Department of Mobility and Infrastructure (DOMI) presented an update on the 
North Avenue Traffic Calming Project. The presenters included Patricia Kerns, from 
DOMI, and Jan Raether, from the Mayor’s Office. Below are the highlights of the 
Presentation: 

o The objectives of the project for the North Avenue Corridor from Arch Street to 
Middle Street is to: 
 Update the traffic signals 
 Improve pedestrian accessways 
 Give PRT buses priority at intersections (i.e. Queue jumping). 
 Add pedestrian timers to traffic signals to allow crossing ahead of light 

changes. 
Note: These timers will be placed at Arch, Federal, Sandusky and Cedar. 

 
o Since the project got underway in August, numerous problems surfaced, 

including traffic delays along North Avenue while travelling east, and Emergency 
vehicles being blocked from getting through traffic to the Hospital.  
 
As a result of these issues, DOMI will place concrete in parts of the center islands 
to allow Emergency Vehicle routing access. Parking on the south side of North 
Avenue will be reconstructed to provide pull-over areas for traffic. Some areas 
will be designated as ‘No Parking’ zones during peak traffic periods. These 
changes will allow for Emergency vehicles to get through traffic. 
 
DOMI also advised that Bus Stops are being consolidated or changed to reduce 
the impact on traffic flow.  
Note: Buses will still stop on North Avenue, but they will not pull over out of 
traffic. The reason is that the buses have difficulty getting back into the traffic 
stream.  
 
Finally, bump-outs at Sandusky and Cedar are being eliminated. 
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o DOMI stated that North Avenue will be closed from 9:00 am until 3:00 pm 
starting December 1st (2025) for traffic that is travelling east, from Cedar Avenue 
and extending through to Brighton Road. This restriction will stay in place until 
Spring 2026. This closure will only be in place during weekdays, Monday through 
Friday. 
 
Traffic that is travelling west on North Avenue will be detoured at Cedar Avenue 
and turn left (south) onto Cedar Avenue. Traffic will then be detoured down 
Cedar to East Ohio Street where it will turn right (west), go around the Commons 
to Ridge Avenue, where it will again turn right and continue up to Brighton Road. 
 
Residents wishing to get back to West and/or East North Avenue will turn right 
(east) at Brighton Road onto North Avenue and travel east on North Avenue. Left 
hand turns at Arch, Federal and Sandusky will be permissible. 
 

o DOMI stated that a hand-out providing a map depiction of the detour as well as 
other related information was distributed during the meeting and is included as 
an attachment to these Minutes. 

 
o Some questions remained unanswered including: 

 
 Boyle Street can only turn west onto North Avenue as it is a one-way 

street. 
 Can traffic go straight through the Federal Street intersection instead of 

having go to Brighton Road and then travel east. 
 Arch Street will remain open for access to Middle School. 
 Concerns about tripping hazards at the bump-outs were highlighted to 

DOMI. 
 
DOMI said that they would address those issues prior to the December 1st 
Detour.   
Note: DOMI addressed the tripping hazards by Wednesday November 12. 
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Next ACCA General Membership Meeting: January 12, 2026 

Allegheny City Central Association will hold its next General Membership Meeting from 7:00 to 
8:30 pm on Monday, January 12, 2026. The meeting will be held at Arch Court, located at 1310  
Arch Street. 

The Meeting was Adjourned. 

 



WHY?
The purpose of the North Ave
Signals and Safety Project is to
update traffic signal infrastructure
and improve corridor safety with a
focus on people walking and
taking public transit along North
Avenue

HOW?
Safer Pedestrian Cross.Ings
Curb extensions, reduce pedestrian crossing
distances by up to 3o°/o

ca

Easier Public Transit Access
Queue jumping technology reduces bus
blockages and  reduces delays at North and
Federal

upgraded Traffic Signals
Are more visible with retroreflective back

plates and improve traffic flow with radar
detection to adjust timing.

Detour Route

G  DETO
Beginning the week of December lst, westboun

traffic will be detoured from North Ave. in order to
start work on the northern bumpouts. This detour
is planned to be in effect Monday through Friday,

9am-3pm until Spring 2026*.

The posted detour will utilize Cedar Ave, E. Ohio
St, Allegheny Circle (E. Commons, N. Commons, W.
Commons), Ridge Ave, W. Ohio St, and Brighton Rd

Eastbound traffic will be maintained 24/7

See detour map below for more information

*DOMI continues to coordinate times and timelines with EMS and

Legend:
Workzonef5E35EfflEBE3EEB-i
Detour Route  --------.

STAY  INVOLVED!

Visit EngagepGH for more information,

and follow the page for updates.

Questions? Reach out to
jam.raether@pittsburghpa.gov
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